
Letter from the Curate on Waiting 

Dear all, we are living in strange times, and as I write to you at the end of my first year with you in Roath, 
waiting has become a core theme of all we are doing. 

Some of us are waiting to see family and friends, some waiting to go shopping, or have a haircut, and 
we are waiting to come back to church for services.  Hopefully in the very near future we will be able to 
open to celebrate the Eucharist in a simple, prayerful and careful way, but not just yet.  We must all wait 
a little while longer. 

You will know that I was ordained deacon on 29 June 2019, and the plan was that I would be ordained 
priest on 27 June 2020; due to Coronavirus restrictions and regulations, that didn’t happen and I am 
still waiting, Alb freshly washed and hung up ready.  I was hoping to be able to share some news with 
you about this, but I cannot as yet.  

I have used this period of waiting to read, pray and reflect on ministry helped by two very different 
books.  One of these is W. H. Vanstone’s Stature of Waiting.  This theological book is not new, and 
some of the language is a little outdated, but it is a really interesting and thought provoking read, often 
used during Passiontide whilst we are waiting for Easter.  In the final chapter Vanstone writes, “Let us 
notice first that any kind of waiting presupposes some kind of degree of caring.  One cannot be said to 
wait for or upon something which is a matter of indifference”.  

I find these two short sentences help sum up the waiting we are all experiencing. If seeing family and 
friends and the Eucharist were not important to us, we wouldn’t be waiting. We might fleetingly note that 
it’s been about twenty weeks since our last Eucharist, but we wouldn’t open conversations with, “How 
are you doing?”  “Okay but I miss church.” 

In today’s appointed reading from the gospel according to St. Matthew chapter 14.13-21, Jesus, on 
hearing the news of the beheading of John the Baptist, withdraws by boat to a deserted place.  He is 
followed by a great crowd and he ministers to them.  They don’t go away, they stay there for hours.  
They are patiently waiting, perhaps for their turn to have some attention from Jesus.  In the evening the 
disciples want them to be sent away, so the crowd can go and buy food for themselves and their 
families. Jesus says no they should stay and the disciples can give them food.  They have five loaves 
and two fish.  Jesus takes the food, looks up to heaven, blesses it and the disciples distribute it.  All are 
fed and there are baskets of food left over.  The crowd waited and Jesus fed them.  It was certainly 
worth their wait.  Our waiting will be just as richly rewarded.  

With love and prayers 

Ruth 

The Reverend Ruth Coombs 
Assistant Curate  

 


